
Elements of Art: Line 
Lines are used to create the outline of an object, add detail, and guide your eye around an artwork.  
Below are different types of lines used in art. Sit in a gallery and look for lines in the artwork. Sketch a 
close-up of the lines and describe how they are used in the art.

  
  Diagonal

 
  Straight

  
  Curved

  
  Horizontal

Type of line Sketch How is it used?

On a Greco-Egyptian 
sculpture of a ram, diagonal 
straight lines were carved 
into the stone to resemble 
the texture of the hair.

Figure of a ram, Egypt, 5th century
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