
 

After growing up in Montana, Wendy Red Star 
moved to Los Angeles, where she was struck by the 
lack of natural environment. Lonesome for home, 
she wandered into the Natural History Museum of 
Los Angeles to explore any Native American exhibits 
where she encountered the dioramas in the 
museum.  

What are the natural elements in this photograph 
and what is artificial? What do you think the artist 
might be trying to say about representation of Native 
American culture and authenticity? 

Leaf pattern bowls like this one are rare and 
celebrated products made in the Jizhou kilns 
in Hubei province. The decoration was 
apparently achieved by affixing a leaf to the 
interior of the bowl before immersing it in the 
iron-rich glaze. In the heat of the kiln, the 
natural chemicals in the leaf react with the 
glaze, rendering it nearly transparent. It is 
assumed that the many Chan (Zen) monks 
who used such vessels found the naturalism 
of the decor especially to their liking. 

What are some ways you bring natural 
elements indoors to remind you of your 
connection to nature? 

 

Artists and Nature 
Self-Guided Tour  
 
Inspired by the work of botanist and author Robin Wall Kimmerer, this self-guided tour 
explores the relationship artists have with the natural environment. Use these works from 
Mia’s collection to reflect on your own connection with nature and the world around you. 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wendy Red Star (Apsáalooke (Crow)), born 1981), Fall, from “The Four Seasons” series, 2012, archival pigment print on Museo 
silver rag. Bequest of Virginia Doneghy, by exchange, 2012.69.1 

  
Unknown Artist (China, 12th-13th century), Teabowl with Leaf Décor, Chi-chou ware Stoneware with brown glaze. Gift of Ruth 
and Bruce Dayton, 98.74. 

https://collections.artsmia.org/art/5803/teabowl-with-leaf-decor-china
https://collections.artsmia.org/art/115815/fall-from-the-four-seasons-series-wendy-red-star


 

The artist Shan Goshorn prints labels derived from government-issued canned food rations on 
traditionally woven baskets used by Native peoples to gather naturally occurring fruits and 
vegetables from the land.  

In this work, Goshorn invites us to re-evaluate what types of food we consume, as well as the 
insidious nature of a system that undermines self-sufficiency. 

 
This simple, abstracted bird-shaped stone 
appears contemporary, yet was made thousands 
of years ago by a Native American artist in North 
America. Smooth and graceful, this was used as 
a ceremonial weight for a hunter’s atlatl (spear-
throwing device). In addition to its utilitarian 
purpose, his tool may also have been an emblem 
of prestige, a spiritual talisman, or as a clan 
symbol.  

How do you think this Bird Stone feels to the 
touch? Cool or warm? If you held it, do you think 
it would be heavy or light? 

 

       

       
Shan Goshorn (American, 1957-2018), Commodity Products (Pork), 2012, Archival watercolor paper, archival ink, thread. The 
Patricia and Peter Frechette Endowment for Art Acquisition, 2013.11.3 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Archaic Woodlands, Bird Stone, c. 1500-500 BCE., slate. Gift of Beverly N. Grossman, 2001.63 
 

https://collections.artsmia.org/art/116018/commodity-products-shan-goshorn
https://collections.artsmia.org/art/46506/bird-stone-archaic-woodlands


 

Beautiful, powerful, and fearsome—this is Mami 
Wata, a water spirit usually represented as a snake 
charmer or a mermaid. Her name may be an African 
derivation from “Mother Water,” but it is also 
possible that the term existed long before 
colonization and the use of English in Africa. 
Associated with health and wealth, love, and good 
fortune, she is celebrated throughout Africa and 
the African diaspora as a being of great spiritual 
power. Her non-African appearance is perhaps due 
to the fact that many Africans associated the early 
European traders and explorers with the sea and 
water spirits. For her followers today, however, 
Mami Wata represents modernity, worldly 
sophistication, and access to money. 

Shields were used in battle by Plains men for protection. 
This protection was primarily supplied by the power of the 
images appearing on its surface, which came to the owner 
through a visionary experience. Before creating this shield, 
the artist Humped-Wolf received a vision of a bull buffalo 
preparing himself for battle. The green band on its upper 
left section symbolizes Spring, the time for warfare. The 
black zig-zag lines drawn over the green band represent 
the paths of bullets deflected by the shield. 

 
Igbo Artist, Mami Wata figure, 1950s, wood, pigment. The Norman Gabrick Endowment for African Art, 2011.29. 
   

  
Attributed to Humped-Wolf; artist: Full-Mouth Buffalo (Apsáalooke, Crow) Shield, c.1870, Hide, feathers, pigment. Shield: bison 
hide, deer hide, owl feathers, pigment. Cover: buckskin with stitched edging and drawings. The Christina N. and Swan J. Turnblad 
Memorial Fund and Gift of Funds of the Regis Foundation, 87.51A,B  

 

https://collections.artsmia.org/art/111879/mami-wata-figure-igbo
https://collections.artsmia.org/art/3590/shield-attributed-to-humped-wolf


 

Floral Legacy, created by Dakota artist Holly 
Young, is a contemporary purse that pays 
tribute to historic brain-tanned hide bags 
adorned with quill and beadwork made by 
Dakota women. On one side of this purse, the 
hide is embellished by a beaded floral stem 
with delicate and symmetrical flowers and 
tendrils. The other side features 20 thin 
horizontal bands of crimson colored quillwork 
and a tightly quilled floral design, bursting 
with color. Young then further embellishes the 
bag with wrapped tin cones, fire-red feathers, 
brass bells and thimbles tied with satin 
ribbon. Every seam and the entire handle of 
the purse is adorned with quills, a finishing 
technique that requires extraordinary 
patience and persistence, personal qualities 
highly valued in Dakota societies. 

The soft beauty of this dusky aerial view 
belies the painstaking process that 
achieved it. To produce a convincing 
sense of spatial recession in 
atmospheric space, required a precise 
perforation of holes in graduated sizes 
and careful ink application by artist 
Susan Goethel Campbell.  

What do you see in this art work? The 
considers the contemporary landscape 
to be an emergent system where 
nature, culture and the engineered 
environment are indistinguishable from 
one another. 

 

 
Holly Young (Standing Rock Dakhóta, born 1977), Floral Legacy, 2019, quills, beads, tin cones, brass sequins, thimbles, satin, 
calico, fabric, brass bells, feathers, elk hide. Gift of Funds from Maria Eggemeyer, Maria Wagner Reamer, and Therese M. Blaine in 
recognition of the Friends of the Institute, 2019.65  

 

 

Susan Goethel Campbell (American, born 1956); Publisher: Aspinwall Editions, New York, Aerial: Other Cities #10, 2017, woodcut 
with perforations. Proceeds from the Minneapolis Print and Drawing Fair, 2018.42.1 

 

 

https://collections.artsmia.org/art/136187/floral-legacy-holly-young
https://collections.artsmia.org/art/128323/aerial-other-cities-10-susan-goethel-campbell


 

The short, feathery lines 
throughout Wanda Gág’s work 
show her reverence for the Dutch 
artist Vincent van Gogh. His tiny 
strokes and stylized natural forms 
gave Gág the style she was looking 
for to express her exuberant 
reaction to rural life. In this 
watercolor on sandpaper, we see 
van Gogh’s influence in the 
vibrating trees, angular branches, 
and ground built up with countless 
daubs of paint. 

The long horns on this mask help to identify it as 
an animal. It is a representation of the female 
antelope and was used during Pende healing 
ceremonies. 

What are kind of natural materials do you think 
were used to create this mask? 

 

 

Wanda Gág (American, 1893-1946), Tree Forms, 1927, Watercolor. Bequest of the Estate of Wanda Gag, 56.29.4 

 

 

Pende Artist, Mbambi Mask, 20th century, wood, pigment, raffia. The Robert C. Winton Fund, 98.153.  

https://collections.artsmia.org/art/18257/tree-forms-wanda-gag
https://collections.artsmia.org/art/5601/mbambi-mask-pende

